Merit, the Mountain oftfy Gods
The centre of the town of Angkor Thorn, enlarged in the eleventh century, became a Buddhist sanctuary, the temple of Bayon, and was no longer dedicated to- the cult of Siva. The Bayon, like the Phimeanakas, became a symbol of the cosmic mountain. The town itself was square-shaped with five gates, one in the middle of each side and the fifth opening on to a road running parallel to one of the sides and leading from the east to the palace and the Phimeanakas. The Bayon stood in the centre. The gates were topped by pyramidal towers. At each corner of the square stood a small temple crowned with figures in relief. The Bayon and the gates were decorated with huge masques of Avalokiteshvara, the "Lord of the World," to whom the temple and the town were dedicated. The temple later became once more a centre for the worship of Siva. For this only slight modifications were required, for, as a Javanese poet of the fourteenth century put it: "The Buddha is not different from Siva. The persons of Siva and of Dshina are one." (Dshina, an attribute of the Buddha, was the conqueror of earthly bonds.) The huge four-fold heads of the Bodhisattva Lokeshvara, facing the four quarters of the earth, over the gateways, meant that the town was under his protection.
Each of the gates of Angkor is reached from the outside by a carriage-way spanning the one hundred and thirty-foot-wide moat and bordered with balustrades of fifty-four stone statues of devas (gods) and asuras (demons) each carrying a long nine-headed naga (sacred cobra). These statues represented the churning of the Sea of Milk by the devas to extract the essence of immortality. The temple symbolised Meru and the moat the Sea of Milk. The town walls, and therefore the town itself, were associated with the Bayon which was itself an image of the cosmos. The Khmer empire and its capital were under the protection of the Lord of the World and guardian of universal order, the Bodhisattva Lokeshvara (loka = world, eshvara = master) "and from the top of forty towers his four-headed image looked down upon the inhabitants".
Another town, of very recent foundation, was also built in accordance with cosmo-mystical beliefs. This is Mandalay, in Upper Burma. All ancient Burmese towns were built on
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